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A Study on Methodology and Meaning of Basic
Income Social Experiment in India and Namibia:

Focusing on Possibilities and Limitations

KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY DR. SARATH DAVALA AT
THE FIRST RURAL BASICINCOME POLICY FORUM
ON-LINE CONFERENCE = JANUARY 29™, 2021
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Two Pilot Studies

Namibia in Afiica India in South Asia
Basic Inc valition {of 6 NGOs) Self Employed Women's Assodiation — a women's Trade
Union
How many recipients? 1000 6000
How much was given per 12 US Dollars 4 US Dollars
individual per month?
Whenwas itdone? 2008-09 2011-12

Major Findings - Common to both Studies
1. Household Poverty dropped

2.E icA par
3. Child malnutrition decreased
4. School attendance increased
5. Household debt decreased

6. Crime rate decreased in Namibia

. 7. Noincrease in alcohol consumption .

Why do we do Experiments?

*+To produce evidence that s credible and perceived to be scientifically robust with all protocols
followed, and respectable.

“*Why do we need evidence? So that policy makers know “what works” empirically, and adopt
such policies that have proven efficacy empirically

“*What is Evidence-based Policy making? When did it begin? The 1990s.
«*Replicating the Random Control Trials Methodology used in Medicine in the 1980s

“policy decisions based on ideology vs decisions taken based on ‘evidence’
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Modernising Govern

Tony Blair government’s White Paper on
2nt (1999)

“Government must produce
policies that really deal with
problems that are forward
looking and shaped by evidence
rather than a response to short-
term pressures that tackle
causes and not just symptoms”
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How much can pilot studies achieve?

** How were policy decisions taken in the past? Examples: abolition of slavery, voting right to
women

**Evidence from Pilot studies alone cannot immediately translate into social policies — Examples
of India and Namibia

** Social policies involve our values and philosophical and moral reasoning
** Good combination = Strong value-based philosophical and moral argument + Strong evidence

“*When these two aspects converge, evidence has great value
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Various Functions Pilots Serve

“*Some people ask: How much more evidence do you need?
“*The scientific objective is just one purpose pilots serve— but important one
“* It opens public conversation in the wider saciety — among scholars, media and politicians

“* Provides a context to introduce in the society what is seen as a utopian idea

A 1 | Speechi
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