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MESSAGE TO BASIC INCOME FRIENDS ACROSS THE GLOBE
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Message To Basic Income Friends across the globe

We here in Seoul are delighted to feel that we are marching in a common cause, Basic Income
for All, with friends across the world.

Basic income idea was a kind of symptom which showed the crisis of the time. Whenever
people's life collapsed, it rose. In the present, we witness the same situation as before. Human
beings are faced with the climate crisis, increasing inequality and brutal atrocities from which
the most suffer. Increasing concern for basic income just demonstrates how extreme the
present crises are.

Basic Income is also a solution which indicates the way we should take. It can not only reduce
social inequality but also empower people to explore the measures to solve the challenges of
our time. In this sense, basic income is not a policy but a source of inspiration.

Basic Income March is a channel through which variegated voices can flow. Basic income

movement can march only if it succeeds in assembling lots of individuals and groups who want



to be free.

Basic Income March is also an expression of our will. We don't want that our time will end in
tragedy. Instead, we try to build a society more democratically and more environmentally. Basic
income would play a significant role on the road.

We give our best regards to all of you marching today - best wishes and truly unconditionally

yours,

Your friends from the Basic Income March Seoul (South Korea)
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Message To Basic Income Friends In Seoul

From Basic Income Friends In Berlin

Dear friends,

We here in Berlin are delighted to hear that the Basic Income Movement of today is able to

show that there is a common cause to unite us in times of massive division.

Basic Income in itself is more than a way to organize a community. It is a refusal to accept man-
made misery as a gjven. It is a pledge to welcome every human being regardless where he or
she is born on this planet. It is proof that progress is still thinkable, not only technological or

economical, but social as well.

Many powers that be force us to believe that there is not and will never be enough for
everybody. But as Mahatma Gandhi once put it: "The world has enough for everyone's
needs, but not everyone's greed." In fact, the way modern societies are organized benefits
the destruction of the very basics that human beings need, actually that humankind needs to

sustain.



Landgrabbing deprives people in rural areas from being able to support themselves. The
abuse of drinking water for industrial manufacturing takes away any perspective at surviving
in the roundabouts. Yes, some people have to leave their countries because of global warming.
But even more are forced to become refugees because of actual war - and the war that is

performed on them cloaked as economical progress.

The lack of social security makes the latter kind of war so effective, but only in a certain way.
It serves centralization and the concentration of all the wealth there is in only a few hands. So,
since this is being performed on a global scale as seen never before in history, the answer must

be an idea that provides social security also on a global scale.

We feel that we share the belief that Universal Basic Income can be that idea. It serves not only
as a “freedom dividend” or the next logical leap of civilization - as it is often referred to around
here -, it really gives power to the people and enables them to say no to all the methods that

destroy the natural resources beyond their recreational capacities.

It seems to us that the youth has now detected that there is a responsibility for nature that
goes beyond the scale of former political movements. The demand of “Fridays for future” or
“Extinction rebellion” is that there is enough air to breathe and water to drink for our children
and grandchildren. That is in fact the most basic goal. But to achieve that goal we must teach

our societies to stop depriving people from their basic needs by unsocial practices.

In fact, to stop forcing people to cut not only trees but whole forests, to dry not only wells but
whole rivers, we must stop to pauperize them. “Poverty is not a lack of character, it is a lack of
cash”, said Rutger Bregman both simply and convincingly. Only through the hopelessness of a
social environment where each and every job is better than no job we have seen it happen that

people participate “voluntarily” in their own demise.

So if we as humanity really set up the goal of keeping our planet earth a place where future
generations can lead decent lives, we have to eliminate poverty first. Otherwise we will fail to
convince people that the planet as a whole is at risk, as long as their lives are endangered too.
Because people will always choose the wellbeing of themselves and their closest over the
wellbeing of larger entities such as the planet earth.

But, and that is what can give us hope, there already is an idea that has spread worldwide.
Today there are marches in many cities in many countries, as far as we know on all continents

but Antarctica, advocating for a Universal Basic Income as a human right, to be granted



worldwide. That really is saying: There is a way out, and we can take that road that leadsus to a

brighter, better future, being united as human beings, and sharing one common goal:

Guaranteeing each other that very right to exist - and to enjoy peace, freedom, company and
prosperity together. There is only one planet to live on - and only so little time left. Let’s start to

share.

We give our best regards to all of you marching today - best wishes and truly unconditionally

yours,
Your friends from the Basic Income March Berlin (Germany)

On behalf:
Olaf Michael Ostertag
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