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As an advanced country with the 12th largest GDP in the world (World Bank, 2019),  

Korea has established an institutional framework for welfare state. 

However, in the process of economic growth, which was so rapid to be called the  

“Four Asian Tigers,” the concentration of wealth and inequality were intensified.  



To solve these problems, the social systems of other welfare countries were adopted and reinforced,  

As a result, Korea is experiencing an  

expansion of the welfare system and its crisis concurrently.  

but this period of adaptation overlapped with the period of world wide reorganization of capitalism. 



The coverage of social insurance has been expanded, while the number of

 wage workers who are not protected by the insurance has also increased.  

Their participation in economic activities is not recognized as proper labor 

With these problems in social insurance,  

basic income has been brought up as an alternative in Korea.  

Small scale experiments of basic income have been conducted in the private sector, 

The Youth Basic Income policy has been enforced in a local government.  



First, the basic income pilot experiments and the 

 Youth Basic Income Policy at the local government are introduced. 

Second, the Youth Basic Income Policy is further discussed as a strategy  

for implementing basic income policy in Korea. 

In this presentation, 



1. Basic Income Pilot Projects 

There was not a pilot project done by the government.  

There were several experiments conducted by the press and

 regional branches of the Basic Income Korean Network. 



In 2017, Hangyere 21, one of the leading press in Korea, provided 

1.35 million-won, which is the national minimum wage, to two 

participants for six months.  

 

The funds were collected through crowdfunding.  

In 2017, Hangyere 21 

crowdfunding 

1. Basic Income Pilot Project 



In 2017, ”Space Project” 

In 2017, the Basic Income Korean Network in Daejun conducted  

a project called the “Space Project.”  

 

Three participants were provided with 500,000 won 

(approximetally 413 US$), 

which  was equal to thirty percent of the median income and  

the Korean poverty line, for six months in this project.  

1. Basic Income Pilot Project 



In 2017 and 2018, the Basic Income Korean Network in  

Jeonlabuk Province carried out  “Comma Project.”  

 

In this project, four participants were provided with 500,000won,  

which was, again, the thirty percent of the median income and  

the poverty line in Korea, for six months.  

1. Basic Income Pilot Project 

In 2017 and 2018, ”Comma Project” 



The projects satisfied the principles of basic income by  providing  

the income unconditionally, regularly, individually, and sufficiently in cash.  

 

However, the small sample and the short duration make the results  

inadequate for generalization. 

1. Basic Income Pilot Project 1. Basic Income Pilot Project 



1. Basic Income Pilot Project 

The unconditionality and the experiences and promotions of  

basic income were essential for the basic income movement. 

In 2019, the current child allowance is provided to every child,  

but in 2017, there was not a universal benefit which was completely unconditional.  

At that time the child  allowance was not provided to the households in the top ten percentile of the income. 

Therefore, it is important for Korean people to experience “the unconditionality”  

through the basic income pilot. 

1. Basic Income Pilot Project 
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1. Basic Income Pilot Project 

Although the results of the basic income pilot projects have a limit to 

generalization, they are significant pilots as case studies. 

International organizations, such as the UN and OECD, have been consistently working to elaborate  

on the concept and the measure of happiness. 

1. Basic Income Pilot Project 
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To understand individual happiness, even though 

quantitative and generalizable research is meaningful,  

case studies that allow us to comprehend individual lives in depth are equally significant.  



The Comma Project has informed  

the general public of basic income in the Jeonbuk area, 

has received a basic income project application 

The Comma Project has selected  

4 applicants randomly among 820 applicants 

Comma project interviewed the participants. 

The 'Comma Project'  is conducted by BIKN(Basic Income Kor

ean Network)‟  Jeonbuk Network 

2. Comma Project of BIKN Jeonbuk Network 



The interviews with 4 participants enables us to analyze the effects of  

basic income on the goals, principles, expectations, and results.  

Through The 'Comma Project„, 

2. Comma Project of BIKN Jeonbuk Network 



3. Results 



The seven out of nine indicators showed positive results. 

Every participant‟s happiness index showed an increase. 

Also, the participants showed an increased ability to solve tunneling,  

and their incentive to work did not show a reduction. 

 Their time with family and friends increased, and their usage of time has changed. 

In addition, there were positive changes in the quality and quantity of their food.  

Finally, relational and educational effects were found. 

3. Results 



However, the improvements in the bargaining power showed conflicting 

results depending on the participants‟ labor market and household conditions. 

 

Also, there were no significant changes in their participation in communities.  

3. Results 



The “Comma Project” provided the basis for predicting the recipients‟ changes in  

behavior due to the payment of unconditional cash income. 

The nine indicators are interrelated, rather than exclusive and independent. 

For example, the increased purchasing power brought in by the basic income payment can  

lead to the changes in the usage of time, which in turn results in relational effects and  

participation in community activities. 

   

3. Results 



Also, it seems almost impossible to measure the interpersonal relationship and  

determine the implementation of the policy through the pilot projects.  

3. Results 

As a result, focusing on one aspect of the effects and  

refusing to implement the policy if no significant improvement  

was made on it is meaningless.  



Every basic income pilot project has fundamental limitations to it. 

The duration of the project is short, and it is difficult to comprehend the burden of  

tax since the payment is obtained from outside resources. 

Also, there exists the selection bias because the participation in the pilot project is a choice. 

Even the most elaborately designed project cannot estimate the effects on the labor market   

3. Results 



3. Results 

Most importantly, the pilot project cannot measure the dynamic effects on  

individuals in a community. 

When basic income is given to every person in the community,  

they may collaborate to start a business.  

 

 

Their relationships may change accordingly, which may result in various effects, such as  

the women refusing hijabs, the symbol of paternalism and inequality in India.  

 

 

Such dynamic effects caused by the changes in the interpersonal relationship between the community 

members are difficult to be measured through the pilot projects.  



3. Results 

As a pilot project, the “Comma Project” could not eliminate these limitations. 

The effects on communities, such as the increased participation in the community  

activities, were especially difficult to be expressed and measured.  



1. Implementation of Youth Basic Income Policy 

Jaemyeong Lee, the current governor of Gyeonggi do and the former mayor of Seongnam city  

has led the implementations. The Basic Income Korean Network has supported his actions.  

Youth Dividend in Seongnam City and Youth Basic Income in Gyeonggi Province 

Youth dividend has been implemented in Seongnam City    Since 2016

Youth Basic income policy has been in place in Gyeonggi Province.    Since April 2019



Every youth in 24 years old who has been in Seongnam city for more than  

3 years has received 250,000 Korean won quarterly in local currency.  

In the case of  Youth Basic Income in Gyeonggi-do,  

175,000 youths received the basic income with the same conditions above. 

1. Implementation of Youth Basic Income Policy 

Youth Dividend in Seongnam City and Youth Basic Income in Gyeonggi Province 



The Youth Basic Income satisfies the principles of  

unconditionality, regularity, and pay in cash, 

 

 but does not satisfy the principles of sufficiency and universality.  

1. Implementation of Youth Basic Income Policy 

Youth Dividend in Seongnam City and Youth Basic Income in Gyeonggi Province 

Thus, it is a partial basic income 



The worldwide basic income movement is yet to achieve an implementation  

of the basic income policy. 

  

Although the Youth Basic Income Policy is limited in its adequacy and universality,  

it is significant in that it is a policy implementation rather than a pilot project.  

1. Implementation of Youth Basic Income Policy 

The significance of the Youth Basic Income Policy  



In other welfare states, there has not been a social policy that provides the youths with a payment that is n

ot conditioned to their education or labor market behavior. 

  

The Youth Basic Income Policy has satisfied the unconditionality  

for the economically active population.  

It is significant in its deviation from the labor-oriented welfare policies.  

1. Implementation of Youth Basic Income Policy 

The significance of the Youth Basic Income Policy  



 

The evaluation of the policy will focus on the areas such as happiness, leisure,  

working motivation, time use, bargaining power, change of diet, relationships,  

interest and participation in community and politics,  

education (higher education and lifelong education), and dream-capital. 

2. Expected Effects of Basic Income 

With the participation of the members of the Basic Income Korean Network,  

the effects of the Youth Basic Income Policy in Gyeonggi-do are under research.  



1. strategies for implementation  

 It is difficult to implement a complete basic income policy at once. 

According to Kyoseong Kim et al. (2018), there are eight types of basic income policy 

that satisfy the main principles of universality, unconditionality,  and adequacy. 

Calibration  

points for score 
Universality unConditionality Sufficiency 

0  Children, the elderly 
Means test and 

working condition 
10% of median income 

0.5 
Working age 

(Youth) 
Working condition 30% of median income 

1 
Citizenship based 

The entire nation 
Unconditionally 50% of median income 

Source: Based on Kim et al. (2018). Score 0 represents not fully having the attributes and 1 represents fully  

having the attributes. For example, if a policy has „means-test and working condition‟ applied, then the attribute  

of „unconditionality‟ is not met at all. 

TABLE 1. Scoring for basic income attributes. 



 It is difficult to implement a complete basic income policy at once. 

According to Kyoseong Kim et al. (2018), there are eight types of basic income policy 

that satisfy the main principles of unconditionality, universality, and adequacy. 

Source: Based on Kim et al. (2017). *Universality (U), unConditionality (C), Sufficiency (S). Small letters

 represent lower scores than the crossover point. 

TABLE 2. Ideal types of basic income. 

Ideal types 

UCS 1)   Full basic income 

UCs 2)   Poorly paid type 

 UcS 3)   Conditionally provided type 

 uCS 4)   Subject restricted type 

Ucs 5)   Universality emphasised type 

 uCs 6)   Unconditionality emphasised type 

ucS 7)   Sufficiency emphasised type 

ucs 8)   Not basic income 

1. strategies for implementation  



There are two types of the path for the implementation of the basic income policy 

1. strategies for implementation  

Participation Income Youth Basic Income 

Present Not Basic Income Sufficiency type 

First stage unConditionality type Universality type 

Second stage 

Third stage Full Basic Income 

Subject restricted type Conditionally provided type Poorly paid type  

Radical path 

Innovative path Gradual path 



As an implementation strategy, an unconditional payment to the economically active population is necessary. 

There are two options for implementing this unconditional payment strategy.  

First, the basic income can be provided to specific age groups.  

 

Second, there is participation income.  

1. strategies for implementation  



1. strategies for implementation  

According to Van Parijis (2017), participation income can be the “back door to basic income.”  

Stanging (2018), however, argued against the participation income saying, 

“forget the participation income.” 

Van Parijis (2017)

Stanging (2018)

There are many arguments for and against the participation income. 

1. strategies for implementation  



1. strategies for implementation  

It is often suggested that the administrative costs and the difficulty in defining 

socially useful 

activities may lead to the abrogation of the procedure for the policy.   

Limitations of Participation Income 

1. strategies for implementation  



1. strategies for implementation  

More fundamentally, is socially meaningful behaviors more important than individually 

meaningful behaviors? Is it possible to measure the extent of “meaningfulness”?  

Is it possible to agree, or is making an agreement even necessary? 

Limitations of Participation Income 

1. strategies for implementation  

Social consent on social meaningful activities will be ultimately a decision that 

experts and bureaucrats make.  

Deciding socially meaningful activities and proving that they are engaging  

in those behaviors can be other forms of paternalism and the tyranny of the majority.   

 

Instead of participation income, age-based basic income has comparative advantages. 



2. Why we focus on the youth  

It expanded several more to include broader relationships and now is “N-po generation.” 

1. strategies for implementation  2. Why we focus on the youth 

The hardships faced by millennials are global.  

Reflecting this global phenomenon, a new term, “N-po generation,” is being used in 

Korea to refer to the generation of youth that has given up numerous essentials  

in their lives, such as marriage, childbearing, and homeownership.  

It initially started as “3-po generation,” which meant that 

they gave up romantic relationships, marriage, and childbearing. 

Then, it expanded to “4-po generation,” meaning that  

they also gave up homeownership. 



Capitalism is in the process of transitioning to platform capitalism or digital capitalism.  

In this process, the youth generation is in the front line of labor market shrink and instability.  




