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Korea is an extraordinary country that does not do things by halves.
After the devastating war in the early 1950s that split the country
into two, the Republic has displayed a remarkable determination in
rebuilding its economy, which is now the tenth largest in the world.
Its average income per head is ninety per cent of that of its near
large neighbour, Japan, and it has a reputation for the quality of its
output. The economic success has come at a social cost, since it has
become realised that the average income per head masks a wide
distribution in which a significant proportion of its population is living
in poverty. It is time to ask ‘Who is the economy for?’ Globalisation
and technological change mean that working for pay is no longer the
main route out of poverty and new avenues have to be explored.
However, Korean vision and determination has come to the fore
again, in no mean part due to enthusiasm and hard work of the Basic
Income Korean Network pointing the way to the solution. Thanks
to BI-KN and the capacity for vision and leadership of Governor Lee
Jae-Myung of Gyeonggi Province, and to other advocates of basic
income among researchers, opinion formers, policy-makers and
the general public, a wonderful transformation is taking place with
the introduction of the Youth Dividend for all of the 175,000 young
people aged 24-years old in Gyeonggi Province. This makes it one
of the largest basic income projects in the world, after the Alaskan
Permanent Fund Dividend. However, the fact that it will be rolled out
to cover more young people in the next few years, and that Korea
is in the influential position of being the country in East Asia, to
which so many other countries look for solutions, means that it has
the potential to transform your part of the world. As the beneficial
outcomes of the Youth Dividend become obvious to see, a wave of
basic income projects throughout East Asia could lead the whole area
being transformed, heralding a new era of justice, peace and welfare
for all.

Congratulations to BIKN, and to its new online magazine, the Basic
Income Quarterly, which will be able to track the changes as they

occur and report them for all to read. It will be able to put forward



counter arguments to those whose remain sceptical. More importantly, it
will be able to provide the narratives and personal stories of the people to
whom this will have made a difference, which are the true outcomes of this

amazing project. Well done, Basic Income Korean Network!
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The ultimate goal of all knowledge is to help us evolve as better
human beings and build a better society. Basic Income Korean
Network (BIKN) is known for several initiatives in its journey of ten
years. It has organised the first BIEN Congress in Asia. It has been at
the forefront of policy advocacy of basic income which is exemplified
by the launch of Youth Dividend in Gyeonggi province.

And here comes one more initiative- the launch of the Basic Income
Quarterly. On behalf of Basic Income Earth Network, | would like
to congratulate BIKN on this occasion. This initiative is timely and
the need of the hour. At a time when basic income has become a
serious policy alternative across continents, it is important to initiate,
promote and build basic income literature locally in order to develop
and expand a critical community that understands, appreciates and
advocates basic income. And this initiative | am sure is also one of the

first in the Asian countries. | wish all the members of BIKN all success.
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